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I. 



Leviticus 26 : 10 (part). — " And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 
proclaim liberty thronghont all the land onto all the inhabitants 
thereof: It shall be a jubilee unto you." 

Certain seasons present peculiar claims on our thoughtful 
attention. Such is the end of every old year, and the 
beginning of each new one. As the sun declines in our 
heavens, and our days grow shorter, we are reminded for- 
cibly of many truths pertaining to our earthly state — so 
brief, and to the immortal career awaiting us. *' The stars 
in their courses " gravely and sublimely address us. No 
year comes or goes without a whisper in our ear of truths 
that are meant to move us forever. 

Indeed our Lord speaks unto us daily, hourly. But He 
arranges times and seasons on their larger scale for us. 
Ever since centuries have formed divisions for man, the 
lapse of their principal parts has more than common em- 
phasis. Hence our centennial and semi-centennial celebra- 
tions. It is not an idle or an inexplicable custom. It has 
its seat in human nature itself. Such events assist to con- 
nect us who have but a transient place on this earth, both 
with those who came before and with those who wiU come 
after us, all sharers alike in the trial and temptation and 
joy of this life, and in the great results, the hopes and the 
possibilities of the same unending existence. 

When Gx)d was the earthly governor of one people, He 
himself appointed a particular commemoration of every fifty 
years. 

Fifty years of worship in this House have now passed. 



We enter to-day upon its second half century. As was 
described in the very interesting commemorative meetmg 
we were permitted to hold last Thursday in our Chapel, that 
day, Dec. 30, 1869, marked a half century since its Dedica- 
tion ; to-day, Jan. 2d, 1870, a half century since its first 
Sabbath service. 

This church of CJhristian disciples, now 231 years old, 
had then been established 181 years. It was the first church 
founded in Dedham— a territory at that time covering what 
is now fron\ twelve to fifteen towns ; among which are the 
towns of Bellingham, Dedham, Dover, Franklin, Hyde 
Park, Medfield, Medway, Natick, Needham^ Sherburne, 
Walpole, and Wrentham. And in these towns, where 
originally was this soUtary church, are now probably not 
less than fifty churches. 

At that period of its history had occurred one of those 
violent shocks by which the Divine Head of the Church, in 
His providence of permission, from time to time causes His 
people to be aroused, perhaps startled, into a new religious 
life. A minister having been set over the Parish without, 
and contrary to, the choice of the Church , no alternative was 
finally left them. This occurred Oct. 29th, 1818. The 
major part of the Church deemed themselves obliged, by 
their own conscience and the word of God, to withdraw 
from the ancient Parish. 

In order to hear themselves, and teach their children, 
what they esteemed, and we esteem, the true doctrines of 
grace revealed in Scripture for the guidance of our souls — 
though with great grief of heart at parting company with 
old friends, and leaving behind their wonted and beloved 
place of worship — ^they came forth, few, far from affluent in 
worldly goods, but ''rich in faith," with hard work and 
many tears to build a new Meeting-house, procure a new 
minister in the long line of Evangelical Pastors, and set up 
afresh the altar of the Christ they loved and trusted. 



They met with difficulties — as was to be anticipated* 
They bore hard names — ^which is not much to be wondered 
at, and which is surely a very small trouble, however it 
may sting at the moment. It is by no means necessary to 
imagine that they were themselves free from imperfections. 
But I think, judging as calmly as we can at this distance of 
time, there can be no doubt they took the only course open 
to them; that they did right; that they suffered for the 
truth's sake ; thati;hey held up the banner of ^ the Crucified 
One " in a period of difficulty ; and that we and the whole 
commonwealth of churches owe to those troubled men, and 
to those pious women, a great debt of gratitude. 

They at least did what they did in the firm hope that He 
whose reproach they were not ashamed to bear would never 
forsake them. And He did not. Almost all of them have 
now gone forward to receive their reward at His hands. 

Of the eighty-nine persons (twenty-four men and sixty- 
five women) who were members of the church before its 
separation from the Parish, but one I believe is left residing 
with us, an aged widow, waiting in the faith of Jesus, and 
in the patience of hope, and in the beauty of a comely 
Christian life, the sound of that summons which calls a 
disciple to a higher than any earthly jubilee. One other 
still Uves, resident in another town, to add her prayers for 
us to ours for her. The rest are gone. — ^Blessed are they 
that have died in the Lord. 

But to return to the work before them : They were now 
wanderers from their venerated Sabbath home. It must 
have been a pleasing sight, T)efore the disruption, to look 
on the long line of vehi<j^ coming in from all parts of the 
ancient town on a Simday morning to one centre, and the 
people gathering from so many habitations. For, at that 
time, with the exception of the Episcopal Church, then, I 
think, without a pastor, between the rectorship of the Eevs. 
' William Montague and Isaac Boyle, there was within the 



limits of this parish but one house for Sabbath meeting 
where there are now six. 

They had been wont to go where their fathers and their 
remoter ancestors through all the five or six generations 
had gone. The old Meeting-houses had all stood on the 
same spot. It were idle to presume they were not pained 
to leave it. The church edifice they were thus exiled from 
had been built in the year 1762. The first Meeting-house, 
built in 1638, had stood upon that spot about thirty-four 
years ; the second about ninety years ; and this was the third. 

Eev. Mr. Haven, who ministered in it and in its prede- 
cessor for the space of forty years, had his own residence 
across the way on the ground where we are now assembled. 
During the year 1819 these church members and those of 
the parish who came away with them, held Sabbath service 
in Mr. Haven's dwelling. It was moved into the back part 
of the yard we now occupy, and still used while the church 
structure was going up. Before the frame was raised. Dr. 
Lyman Beecher, in the midst of the assembled families, 
offered a fervent prayer for the Divine blessing. At its 
Dedication, on the 30th December, 1819, Dr. Dana of New- 
buryport preached. And on the first Sabbath of January, 
1820, Rev. Mr. Chapin conducted its first Lord's Day ser- 
vices, using the text, "K the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?" (1 Pet. 
iv. 18.) 

On or about September 5th, 1819, as we are informed, 
the first Prayer Meetings began to be held . Such meetings 
were unusual, almost unknown t% that time in this place, 
and were looked upon by many with great disfavor. These 
meetings were especially to pray for the reviving of God's 
work, and the prayers were answered in the admission to 
the church, during the succeeding twelve years, of two 
hundred and seventy-six members, sixfy-four of them in a 
single year — 1832. 



Among the lesser incidents of the time, I have been told 
that the day when the frame was raised was ushered in by 
a violent shower of rain ; on the day of the Dedication snow 
fell so rapidly during the hours of the public exercises as 
seriously to impede those who had come on wheels, when 
they returned home ; and on the day of the Ordination of 
the first Pastor, there was a severe storm of rain. Fourteen 
months intervened before the ordination of that first Pas- 
tor.* The infant enterprise was signally blessed in the 
Shepherd then provided. During forty of the fifty years 
we now conunemorate, you and your fathers were privileged 
to receive the gospel at the lips of one anointed of God for 
the high office, whose ^'eye is not yet dim nor his natural 
force abated" ; and who, exemplifying that gospel in his own 
life, has wrought — himself and by his household — in labors 
whose present value and widenapread, long-lingering results 
I am not at liberty here and now to attempt to portray. 
Nor need I, because not only these ministerial and benevo- 
lent social works, but also he and they who performed them, 
stiU live before your eyes and in your hearts ; and many 
daily prayers ascend that this beloved and honored house- 
hold may continue imbroken for long years to come. 

But what were the truths for which this edifice was 
erected, and this new enterprise embraced, amid so many 
sacrifices? It is important we should know them, for if 
they were so valuable and so necessary to them, they must 
be equally so to us. This is a fit opportunity to recall 
briefly the leading ideas for which they and so many others 
have felt compelled to make so decided a stand ; and that 
because they thought them, as we must think them, to have 
come from the divine^ infinite Teacher Himself. 

In the first place, tihey firmly held the truth of One God, 



* Bey. Ebenezer Burgess, D. P., was ordained Pastor on the 21st 
Marcli, 1821. 
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sublime in His Unity, revealing Himself in the divine mys- 
tery of the Father and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

It was insisted that the Holy Scriptures are an inspired 
Bevelation from this perfect Being ; that they contain the 
truth on all religious subjects such as it is necessary for our 
salvation to know; that they are the absolute and final 
authority on all such topics ; that they are a suj£cient rule 
of belief and of conduct ; that whoever will study that Book 
under the guidance of the Divine Spirit may become wise 
unto salvation ; and that every one of His recorded prom- 
ises, however glorious, and every one of His revealed 
threatenings, however dreadM, will be fulfilled as certainly 
as there is a Grod in heaven. 

Of this Bible, the central truth is the mission, character, 
sufferings, sacrifice, and final triumph of the L(yrd Jems 
Christy who is by a most blessed union both God and man, 
*^ made like imto His brethren, that He might be touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities,'' while at the same time He 
is " the true God and eternal life." Such a union of God 
and man in one Christ is not contrary to our reason, for 
how can our ignorajace pretend to limit the infinite God ? 
It is a imion, and presents a Savior, exactly adapted to the 
cravings of our nature — ^giving us at once in the hours of 
our greatest extremity a divine Redeemer almighty to save, 
a propitiation for our deepest guilt, the Lamb of Gx)d that 
taketh away the sins of the world, and in the same Being 
presenting to us an " Elder Brother." They thought, as we 
think, that the theory of such a union of absolute Deity and 
absolute humanity in one Christ is the only theory of inter- 
pretation by which all the passages of Scripture speaking of 
Jesus can be fairly and ftdly explained without overlooking, 
Or altering, or crowding one of them. 

It was held, further, that such a mission of such a Re- 
deemer — ^not only as an Exemplar, and a Witness, and a 
Teacher, but as a Sacrifice for sin — ^was demanded by the 
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sadly depraved character ofmen^ if any of them were to see 
Gx)d in peace ; so that the doctrines of Atonement, Eegen- 
eration, Salvation, and endless Retribution — all — are con- 
nected with, and expMned by, the terrible fact of universal 
and deep-seated guilt in man ; that guilt lying not in any 
mere outward acts, nor the absence of it in any outward re- 
spectability, but all responsible moral character really con- 
sisting in the secret and actual choices of the soul, and ex- 
hibited in the preferences and motives which are cherished. 

To renew a heart so thoroughly and so wickedly astray 
from God, as every one is, the atonement of Christ is ap- 
plied, in accordance equally with the sovereignty of God 
and the freedom of man, by the fecial agency of the Holy 
Spirit, who is no other than God himself ; who first renews 
and then sanctifies, through belief of the truth, and persever- 
ing use of the means of grace, those whom ''God hath from 
the beginning chosen to salvation." 

So that in the work of redemption all is of grace, and yet 
all is in entire harmony with the free choice of every human 
will, it being one part of the sovereign good pleasure of God 
that every man must be, and is, free to choose. 

In the constant exercise of this free choice we are now 
on probation for a little while before we enter the unchange- 
able states of eternity. 

The seriousness of this probation is, that every moment 
is inevitably adding something to the character we are to 
take with us, by which to be judged, and by which to abide 
through our immortality. We are building now our coral 
reefs in the darkness below the deep, but ever watched by 
an Eye all-seeing, though unseen ; soon our life-work shall 
reach the light 1 It shall abide unalterably forever ! And 
the one hope of our hearts is in the infinite love of God in 
Christ. 

Such were among the truths that moved the men and the 
women who gave to us our House of Worship. 

2 
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And because these truths are so serious and so lojfty, 
they prompted to action so decided. 

They are truths that endure. They bear scrutiny. One 
cannot be ashamed to remember that his fathers held them 
in their heart of hearts, and lived and died by them. They 
are truths in which there is power, the very power of an 
''endless life." 

And when the last fragments of these timbers shall be 
crumbled, and the last particles of the forms of them who 
built it, and who preached in it, shall be but imdistinguish- 
able dust — ^these truths shall live. 



II. 



Exodus xv. 2 (part). — " He is my God, and I wiU prepare Him a 
habitation ; my fSathers' God, and I will exalt Him." 

This, which was spoken by Israel after their safe crossing 
the Red Sea, has been felt by many since. They would 
praise God by erecting to him their Sanctuary, so they 
would acknowledge him as their God and the God of their 
fathers. And he has often caused this to be done, through 
diflSiculties and through troubles, as it was with Israel. 

We have already followed some of the historical provi- 
dences respecting the building, fifty years ago, of this House, 
and have observed some of the truths to which it was conse- 
crated. We still seek out a few more incidents of its be- 
ginning, with their lessons, and no doubt others are treas- 



11 

ured by individuals, which we shall fail to secure. Many 
scenes have occurred within these walls connected with your 
dearest interests and your warmest affections. 

Hither have come those who worshipped with you once, 
but are no longer upon earth, and the very place they occu- 
pied in this House recalls them. Here children have begun 
their attendance on worship, and have here, week by week, 
grown up from childhood into youth, and then into maturity 
and advancing age. 

Here have been funerals that touched you with a sense of 
your loss, and some times of the triumph of those who passed 
upward. Here have presented themselves those who after 
much deliberation having chosen God as their portion, Christ 
as their Savior, have lifted up their hand to heaven and 
vowed imto the Lord in uniting themselves to His church. 
Hither have been brought for baptism into the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit, some' of your dear 
little ones, a part of whom were permitted to abide, and 
some have been called away. Here, it is affecting to re- 
member, have been steadily training for Christian work and 
Christian living, and Christian dying, by the ordinances of 
the Lord's House, many souls, the ripening fruit of the Mas- 
ter's Vineyard. And here has been continually set before 
men the way of life into which they have been invited to 
enter, while urged to shun the broad road of sin and misery. 
These events and their issues, which have been enacting 
here for half a century, make this, as they must make any 
such place, hallowed ground. 

He who preached here before me could tell you, better 
than I can, how much the assembly has been changing dur- 
ing these many years. Among these numerous changes 
there have been marks of stabilty, too. Pews show many 
traits of their owners. Some are sure never to be full, 
some equally sure never to be empty. There is extant a 
list of contributors to the building of this House, forty- 
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three in number, and ranging in amounts from $33.00 up to 
$1066, including names, some of which are now removed 
from the town, and others are of the best still among us. 
The whole sum is about $10,000, equal probably to what 
$25,000 would be now.* 

The shareholders met the same week with the dedication 
to bid for choice of pews. Two of our now most venerable 
men, I am told, occupy every Sunday seats in the same lo- 
cation in the House which they at that time secured, and have 
kept during the half century — one of them now for these thir- 
ty-five years one of our deacons ; the other, the son-in-law of 
one who was a deacon in the old assembly, and who would 
have been numbered here if death had not sadly removed him, 
untimely, from all earthly sanctuaries ! I shall hardly find 



*Amount8 paid by the Proprietors : 




Jesse Wheaton, 


$609.33 


Paul Lewis, 


$133.38 


J. Avery, . . 


761.66 


Samuel Lewis, . 


133.33 


S. Fales, .... 


1066.31 


S. Bird, . . . . 


162.83 


N. Swan, .... 


467.00 


L. A Id en, . 


76.77 


S. Haven, .... 


266.66 


B. Farrington, . 


190.41 


R. Richards, 


609.32 


M. Draper, 


162.66 


J. BuUard, 


190.41 


Edward Whiting, 


167.00 


R. Guild, .... 


466.99 


Eliz. Winslow, . 


162.33 


N. Guild, .... 


237.60 


Hannah De Wolf, 


33.33 


J. Guild, .... 


232.74 


Jona. Richards, 


162.33 


J. Clark, .... 


228.60 


E. Thayer, 


38.08 


J. Morrill, .... 


162.33 


Eliz. Mcintosh, 


33.33 


Jesse Fuller, 


190.41 


Calvin Fuller, . 


135.00 


Freeman Fisher, 


206.00 


C. Guild, . 


. 152.33 


J. Stowe, . 


162.33 


J. S. Fisher, 


. 168.25 


Jesse Daniell, . 


162.33 


Supply Clapp, . 


67.43 


S. Noyes, .... 


302.25 


E. Mcintosh, . 


. 246.17 


T. Metcalf, 


174.00 


J. Gould, . 


163.91 


Mace Smith 


80.84 


E. Pond, . . . . 


. 162.33 


J. Messenger, . 
Rebecca Damon, 


228.60 
. 170.67 


Sally Squier, 


98.44 






Robert Edson, . 


. 186.00 




$9,844.39 


F. A. Taft, 


162.33 


Forty-three contributor 


s. 
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a better place in which to renew in your memory the names 
of those who have faithfully served in this honored office : 

First in the order of time, and in some respects foremost 
in the interest he manifested, and the labors he was ready 
to put forth, and the sacrifices he would make, and the 
money he would expend, stands the venerable name of Dea- 
con Samuel Fales — ^who, though a farmer, in plain circum- 
stances, contributed probably $3000 to this undertaking. 
He defrayed the expenses of the Communion table during 
the last fourteen years of his life, and left a legacy for it af- 
ter his death. 

It is noticeable that, as is stated in the interesting and 
valuable note on page 508 of the '^Dedham Pulpit," this ad- 
mirable giver was one of those who are called by the grace 
of God when in childhood. Though a diffident man, he died 
in the triumphs of faith ; but he still lives in the virtues of 
descendants, and in the precious memory that blossoms in 
the dust. 

Samuel Fales and Jonathan Richards were the first Dea- 
cons chosen before the removal of the Church. Deacon 
Fales died September 20th, 1834. Deacon Richards resigned 
on account of increasing infirmities, June 19, 1835. 

The same day, Martin Draper and Joseph Morrill were 
chosen. 

August 25, 1837, Mr. Morrill having resigned, Jason 
Messinger was elected, but ceased to be a member of this 
Church, June 24, 1842. 

August 1, 1845, John Doggett was chosen, and resigned 
March 20, 1856. 

March 17, 1859, Calvin Guild was chosen. 

To this work of the deaconship — for labors incessant and 
various, and sometimes perplexing, gratuitously rendered, 
often amidst many other cares — all our churches owe a grat- 
itude and a support not always rendered. 

For items concerning our Sabbath School^ I am indebted 
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to a pains-taking report presented in the sununer of 1864, 
by Deacon Guild. 

Our Sabbath School was founded in 1816, in the old 
brick school-house, which stood near the site of the present 
Unitarian Chapel. The Sabbath School was divided with 
the Church, so that the School is three years older than the 
Church edifice, and was the first established in Dedham, and 
among the first in Massachusetts. At the beginning it was 
conducted by directresses, and the teachers were all females, 
Mrs. Tracy being first directress. Three of the first schol- 
ars are now living, and often all present as they are to-day, 
in our church service, still retaining the good habits in 
church-going of the former time. 

A few years later the method of ordering the School was 
changed, and men came in to assist in the good work that 
women had already begun ; by no means the only instance 
among us in which our good women have been the brave 
and enterprising pioneers in good works. Let us hope that 
always, as now, our men will not shrink when our women 
venture. The Superintendents have been — Jesse Daniell, 
Joseph Morrill, Jeremiah Myers, E. P. Crane, Nathaniel 
M. Guild, Dr. Alcott, James Fish, Harvey Harnden, L. H. 
Kingsbury, Calvin Guild, Oliver C. Bryant, Samuel Nich- 
ols, Edw. P. Burgess. And Milton Tyler and G^rham D. 
Pearson acted as Superintendents, each part of a year* 
From those who had been connected with our Sabbath 
School, thirty-three entered the army for the country's de- 
fence ; three of them died in the army. 

In addition to the Sabbath School at home, we have been 
enabled to begin a little of that work which every church is 
so much better for prosecuting largely ; which, indeed, no 
church can well aflFord to do without ; and which may be 
termed Mission work in outlying districts. Our Mission 
Sabbath School was begun about four years ago, a mile or 
more from the Church. On the first Sabbath, with your 
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pastor and his wife only for teachers, there were, I think, 
seventeen scholars, obtained by my personal solicitation in 
the neighborhood. The last Sabbath I had the pleasure of 
visiting it, seventy-five persons were in the rqom. 

After some changes, it has finally passed under the care 
now for two years of Deacon Guild as its well-adapted and 
most useful Superintendent, and with him an interested and 
faithful corps of teachers. It has a Library and a careful Li- 
brarian, also a musical instrument presented by the Sab- 
bath School of our Church ; nor do I think it impossible our 
hearts may be opened to furnish for it, when the time shall 
come, a new and conunodious Mission Chapel, which may 
prove a blessing alike to ourselves and to the increasing 
cluster of households in that vicinity. 

I turn now for a moment to another part of our worship, 
the Service of Song in the Lord's Hou^e. If this congre- 
gation has had as much reason to be interested in its church 
music through the whole fifty years, as it has for the seven 
years of my own acquaintance with it, it has been far more 
than commonly favored. To me, to many, the weekly ren- 
dering of sacred melody with so much care and taste has 
been a constant delight. 

We cannot but hope, and earnestly pray, that all those 
who now take so much pains to be present at their rehear- 
sals, and here on the Lord's day, and to utter with their 
lips, to so many pleasing strains, such expressions of devo- 
tion, will be persuaded, not a few of them only but all of 
them, to receive into their hearts the penitence and the love, 
the gratitude and the worship they sing. 

The choristers whose names I am able to secure are the 
following : — Calvin Guild, Jesse Daniell, Nahum Allen, Jo- 
seph Morrill, David Dresser, John King,. A. H. Miller, 
James Fish, A. J. Fisher, E. C. Daniell. The last three, 
though not all in the exact order named, served ten years 
each, thus covering thirty of the fifty years. 
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During the period of your first pastor's ministry, by his 
own liberality, two Chapels were erected for evening and 
other religious services — one now disused, since local 
churches of other evangelical denominations have occupied 
that ground, at East Dedham ; the other, a constant conve- 
nience to us here for our social services and for oxu* Sabbath 
School. 

A Chapel, and one well arranged and convenient for the 
social and religious purposes of a congregation, is al- 
most as indispensable as the Church edifice itself. Our 
meetings there, as you know who attend them, are most 
helpful to our Christian life. While rejoicing in the re- 
markable punctuality of some who are always there, we 
only regret that a greater proportion of our Church mem- 
bers, and others of the Congregation, do not regularly avail 
themselves of this great privilege. We wish that you 
would heed these words, and that a large number of you, 
my friends, would begin this new year and this new half 
century, with taking pains, making it a principle and weekly 
pledge with yourselves, to be present at our chapel service • 
We can heartily say, relying upon the aid of the Divine 
Spirit, "Come with us and we will do you good," and cer- 
tainly your coming will do us good. 

In truth, do you not wrong your own souls, and cut your- 
selves off from a great comfort, and from a needed quicken- 
ing, when you let the world make engagements with you that 
deprive you, and deprive us, of your presence ? Suffer, my 
friends, this word of earnest exhortation, and let the pres- 
ent year bear good fruit herein. Begin the new half cen- 
tury rightly, for at its end we shall have quitted all these 
scenes of earth ! 

This outward House which your fathers built, — it is pleas- 
ant to observe, — ^you have kept up and improved. It al- 
ways speaks well for the principles and taste of a people 
when they guard their Sanctuary well. You have done this. 
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In the year 1846 it was refitted ; and in the year 1857, by 
the energy and liberality of some of your members, the or- 
gan was placed where we have so often enjoyed its well ren- 
dered melodies. In the year 1866, the whole interior was 
remodeled and made more convenient, new windows were 
inserted by the ready gifts of a few, and various improve- 
ments secured, both without and within. Other repairs 
have been made from time to time as needed. 

In the year 1864, our Society for Parochial objects was 
re-organized. With an eye to the greater advantage of all, 
the owners of pews consented to transfer them to a new 
corporation, which takes the name '' AUin Evangelical So- 
ciety," in memory of the Rev. John Allin, who was the first 
Pastor of Dedham from A. D. 1639 to 1671. 

It will be noticed that this name belongs to the Society, 
the Parochial organization for the temporal concerns, and 
leaves untouched the title of the church, — ^which has ever 
retained, upon all our ecclesiastical catalogues in associa- 
tions and conferences, its original appellation of ''The First 
Church of Dedham." 

All improvements in externals do but make more vivid to 
us that other and deepest need we have of spiritual power, 
and life, and advancement. Let us begin our new year 
with new prayer and renewed consecration of ourselves unto 
whatever service can please our Lord. It is a time for our 
wanderers to return unto Him who is the shepherd and bish- 
op of our souls. And this is a good time for those who, 
being members of the Church of Christ elsewhere, are resi- 
dent here, to connect themselves with this portion of the 
body of Christ, and give Him, and give us, the aid of their 
names and their fraternal union. 

It is a time, I cannot help reminding you, also, when 
those who have long heard the gospel here with outward 
seriousness and respect, and who are interested in whatever 
pertains to the advantage of the Society, are strenuously 
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called upon anew to come out and own the Lord their Re- 
deemer. Come now, my friends, and be numbered with 
the people of the Lord. 

The families and descendants of men and women who did 
or suffered much in their day, are peculiarly summoned to 
obedience and devotion to their infinite Friend. 

Thus we should be united with all those who have any- 
where, at any time, been His followers. That fellowship is 
a joy and an honor. We would ever magnify the real unity 
of all the disciples of Christ. But we must be true to the 
Truth. And our review of the objects and aims of this 
House, brings before us the fact that — 

1. We do differ in no slight measure from some others con- 
cerning the way of salvation. 

We cannot imagine that all are about alike, really one in 
sentiment, though under different names. No ! There is a 
wide contrast. There always has been. While we would 
live on terms of the utmost charity and social kindness with 
all around us, and would ever be ready to increase their 
happiness in everyway we can, it will not be disguised that 
we believe what some others do not believe concerning the 
highest interests of ourselves and of other men. 

We do not believe that all men will be saved. We can- 
not. Only those who take God's own method of grace. 
He alone can save us, and we must be in His way. We ap- 
plaud and strive alfter the highest standard of good works, 
but we do not believe, we cannot believe, that any life of 
mere outward morality, however respectable, industrious, 
or even lovely, can, on its own merits, win heaven for any 
person whatsoever. Our sins must be forgiven. Our hearts 
must be renewed by the spirit of God. All our good works 
must be the proofs and fruits of the presence of that gracious 
spirit. We do not believe that Jesus Christ was simply an 
example, or a teacher, or a martyr. To us He is, He must 
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be 9 far more than this. To us He is the one sacrifice for sin ; 
the actual Redeemer ; the very God. 

2. We receive, therefore, to-day, aonie suggestions upon 
the limits of a genuine liberality in religion* 

Whatever is imtrue cannot be commendable, by what 
pleasing title so ever we might call it. It is not ^ liberal- 
ity " — it is only folly, or worse— to tell one the fire would not 
bum him, or that he may just as well eat poison as food. 
This would be cruelty, not kindness. Our notions or our 
assertions can never chan^^e the nature of thin&^s. 

That which is loose, or mistaken, orindifferL in respect 
to the most vital matters, is not to be eulogized. Avoided 
and feared rather. Light is not darkness, nor darkness 
light — no matter what we may say about it. Bitter is not 
sweet, nor evil good. Error is not as valuable as truth, 
and no names can make it so. And when the hackneyed 
line is quoted — 

" He can't be wrong whose life is in the right," 

we respond, at once, his life can't be right who refuses to re- 
ceive what his Sovereign Creator and Judge, the infinitely 
wise and perfect God, has taken pains to declare. 

A safe " liberality " for us must ever lie within the health- 
ful limits of the true and the right. We will love our 
friends and do them all the good we can, and learn from 
them all we may, but we will not believe it makes no diflfer- 
ence whether they are right or wrong I 

3. Another truth we must gather from this review of the 
past is, the decided value to Christians of being compelled to 
feel what they give^ and wha^ they do. 

First, what they give. To this end, we must give some- 
thing, and then we must give enough so that we can feel it. 
This we are not apt to do till in some way compelled. Many 
do not give enough, either in public or in private, to know 
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whether they have given anything or not! Selfishness, 
smallness, an avaricious gripe upon what we have, a dispo- 
sition to turn oflf our Lord's cause with the very least we 
dare to — is one of our universal temptations. 

Two men who boasted of their courage are said to have 
undertaken to fight a duel once in total darkness. A light 
being suddenly introduced, both were found skulking in 
separate comers 1 Their courage was a thing for the sight 
of men. 

So, if a large contribution were required, and it were to be 
taken in the dark, how many think you would deposite 
coppers instead of gold, and would roll up the most tattered 
bits of currency instead of dropping in greenbacks ! And 
then, very likely, would demurely quote, for their own 
comfort, the two mites of that glorious widow who put in 
"all her living" ! 

Our Lord knows there is much which we have cherished 
as a part of what we call "our poor human nature " that He 
would expel. Therefore He compels people to give by 
bringing them into great straits. How many, in our late 
war, poured out their money like water, who had never 
done anything like it before— because their sons and their 
brothers hung dying or living upon their gifts. 

Those men who had to build this house would rather have 
stayed in the old one. But God would not let them. He 
would educate them into greater giving, and so into greater 
blessings. Thus, moderate men who would have thought a 
dollar much, came to count a hundred dollars little. They 
would have received but a dollar's worth of blessing, but 
now they get a hundred times as much, because they gave a 
hundred times as much, and asked a bountiful Lord then for 
a hundred fold more. 

He blessed them by making them love to give and feel they 
must give. A niggard giver gets a niggard's portion, both 
of piety and comfort ; and he who gives largely, out of right 
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motives, often gets in his own soul far more largely still. 
Brethren, let us take heed to ourselves, and not starve our 
souls in holding too tightly the money-bag ! 

Some men have lost heaven because they could not pos- 
sibly be persuaded to part with their earthly lucre 1 God 
had better things in store for these fathers of yours, whom 
he forced to feel they must give, and give largely, for them 
and their day, and give perhaps until it pinched. 

It is instructive to see how some of them, when their 
hearts had been enlarged in their life-time towards this dear 
cause, and they had subscribed their hundreds, still remem- 
bered it in their wills, and wanted the streams they had 
started to flow on when they were dead ; as one would help 
the poor, and another link his donations with the Lord's 
Supper, and a Mr. Avery, already one of the most liberal 
donors, devises in his last testament his three valuable pews, 
which "might have been sold for much," as another contri- 
bution to the Society. 

Always remember that rightly liberal givers are blessed 
men. And the owner of a score of dollars may be as truly 
liberal — often is more so — as the owner of a million. So 
were these, and upon their giving and their doing followed 
their Lord's reviving. 

When a people have obtained all they want — ^the church 
they wanted, the minister they wanted, the unmolested ser- 
vice they wanted, the comfortable surroundings they wanted, 
and cease to give, and cease to seek, and cease to work, then 
how often the spiritual life dries up I The good Lord de- 
liver us from putting to this misuse our present convenien- 
ces. May He teach us the lesson of the past, and keep us 
astir in his service. Those men and women did something 
in religion and were rewarded. We must do something if 
we would be prospered. Spiritual loungers will never be 
blessed I This, then, the lesson that speaks to us from the 
house the earnest fathers and mothers erected in prayers 
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and tears — that true benevolence and Christian activity is the 
life to lead. Be something, give something, do something 
for God, for man, for life, for death, for time, for immor- 
tality ! 

Finally : — "Of the times and seasons, brethren, ye have 
no need that I" speak unto you — for the time speaks itself* 
It flies ; but as it hurries by, it turns on us its vanishing- 
face, ere it. is gone forever. You have, now, with some ef- 
forts, unlearned your writing of the date of '69. A whole 
decade has closed. For ten years you have begun with '60, 
now it must be '70. And when the '70's are gone — who of 
us will be here ? 

^'Yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
Cometh as a thief in the night. Therefore let us not sleep 
as do others, but let us watch and be sober.'* "Not sleep'^ 
— ^that is the Apostle's caution ; are there any sleeping Chris- 
tians here? Have we belonged among them? It is time to 
awake. 

"Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are un- 
ruly, comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak. See 
that none render evil for evil . Pray without ceasing. Quench 
not the Spirit. Hold fast that which is good. Abstain from 
all appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly. Brethren, pray for us. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen." 
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